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There are more symbols and signs you might need for Going Back to School in these Makaton 
Resource Vocabulary books: 

 Core Vocabulary: School, Friend, Play, Teacher, Pen, Pencil, Paper, Scissors, Book, 
Computer, Time, Watch, Home Time, Finger spelling chart for names of teachers and 
other pupils.   

 National Curriculum: A range of school subjects e.g. Art, Biology, Chemistry, Cookery, 
Design and Technology, Drama, English, Geography, German, History, Maths, Modern 
Foreign Languages, Music, IT, PE, PSHE, RE, Science.   

 PSHE: a range of clothes that may form part of school uniform e.g. Jacket, Trousers, 
Skirt, Scarf, Shirt, Tie, Shoes.   

 People: work and leisure: includes vocabulary for people who work in or are 
associated with school e.g. Head Teacher, Deputy Head, Classroom Assistant, Meals/ 
Dinner Supervisor, School Crossing Operative, Walking Bus.   

 
For more information or to order online visit www.makaton.org or 01276 606789. 
 
 
 
 

Pencil Case 

 

  

Pencil Case 
 

  

  

Mime taking 
pencil from 
behind ear 
and writing 

+

Indicate 
zipper or 
fastening of 
pencil case 
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Bag 

 
  

Bag 

 
  

PE Kit 

 
  

PE Kit 

 

  

+
Small circular 
movement in 
front of mouth

Mime as 
appropriate

Fingerspell ‘P’ Fingerspell ‘E’

Flat hands make small, 
slow downward 
movement on chest.  
Second movement is 
longer 
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Lunch Box 

 
  

Lunch Box 

 
  

Money 

 
  

Money 

 

  

Tap lips twice 
with emphasis 

Rub fingertips 
and thumb 
together 
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Diary/ Home School 
Book 

 
  

Diary 

  

Uniform 

 
  

Uniform 

 
  
  

 
 
 

Small circular 
movement in 
front of mouth 

Flat hands make small, 
slow downward 
movement on chest.  
Second movement is 
longer 

Repeated sawing 
movement on knuckles 
of other hand 


